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_ These were more noble than those of Thessalonica, in that they received the Worp 
with all readiness of mind, and searched the Scriptures daily, whether those things were 
Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.” —Acts, xvii.11. Thes v. 21. 


New qyyEMINGTON, DuL., 12TH. M0. 1827. (No.3. 


PrinTED FoR THE Eviror, AT No. 103, 


a correspondent, whose opinions we |} Revirw ofa pamphlet called “a Tes- 
respect, makes objections to the adoption timony,and Epistle of advice,’ lately 
of the expressions of Chillingworth, that issued in the name of “Indiana Yearly 
« The Bible only is the religion of Protes- Meeting.” 

tants,” as quoted by an Essayist in our 
last number. We understand the writer 
to use it, not exactly in the sense of Chil- 
lingworth. Certainly, neither the out- 
ward law or Gospel, “is the religion” of 
Quakers: for “the law, or letter killeth”; 
nor do they understand the gospel to be 
any part of the bible, but “the inward, 
Spiritual law.” And this spiritual law, 
Light, or Grace, and not any outward law 
or rule, is to be with them the rule of 
Christians. Neither are those divine rev- | 
elations of t spirit in the soul, to be sub- 
jected either to the testimony of Scrip- 
ture, or of natural reason, as to a more 
certain or more noble rule or touchstone, 
for nothing can add to the clear eviderice 
which.they present to the understanding. 


A false, or bigoted zeal; when enlisted 
in the cause of religion, whether engen- 
dered inthe Church, or the Council, in a 
Synod, ora Yearly Meeting of Friends, 
has ever brought forth thé same unsa- 
voury fruit; and in all ages, under a pro+ 
fession of doing God service, has found 
pretexts to invade the comforts, and hap- 
piness of man. In the progress of its fer- 
vent Operation, the most amiable man- 
ners, tempers, and dispositions have grown, 
distant, sour, and mofose, and even the 
, tenderrelations formed by love, and friend- 
ship, and kindred, have been doomed of- 
ten to feel its withering blast. 


The unhappy subjects of this strarige 
hallucination, frequently close their ears 


The spirit, therefore, in its inward opera- || toevery mode of reasoning aiid argument ¢ 


tions on the soul, is the foundation and ob- |} the plain maxims of honesty and candour 
ject of the Quaker’s faith: his hope; his'j 2P€ violated towards the objects of their 
pule; his salvation: in fine, his RF Licton. |} Teligious hate, and their heart is steeled 

Neither the Quaker’s faith, therefore, || #8inst the common feelings of humanity ; 
‘nor his doctrines are founded on the |j S° that, although these zealots seem to be- 
Scriptures; but he appeals to the Scrip- lieve, that in all this, they are serving a 
tures, or to the conditions and experiences |} Most merciful and beneficent God, and 
of the saints of old, as therein recorded, |} 51s truth,® it is demonstrable, that if the 
as corroborative and confirmatory  testi- jj $reat Father of the Universe had regard- 
mony, both of his faith and practice ; and ed his erring Creatures with the same 
he finds himself thereby the more con- feelings of aversion, that they do their 
firmed and comforted: “that observing fellow candidates for immortality, the 
the providences attending them, seeing dews of heaven would have been with- 
the snares they were liable to, and. be- |} held; the “fields of Heshbon would have 
holding their deliverances, we may there- |j languished, and the “vine of Sibmah”; 
by be made wise unto salvation, and sea- nor would there have been any “Salvaticn 
sonably reproved and instructed in righ- |} for one of the sons or daughters of Adam 4 


teousness.”’* Such were the reflections which pas 

* Vid. Barclay pp. 33, 87, 98. Phil ed through our minds, after reading the 

Edit 1805. “Testimony, and Epistle of Advice’? 
Vol. I~No. FFF. Cc : 
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but more especially that part of it, where- ) 


jn is renounced all “religious fellowship” 
with more than three fourths of the “ in- 
dividuals” composing the Yearly Meeting 
of Philadelphia, with a resolve to have no 
“ connexion” with them: and which an- 
ti-christian resolves were put into imme- 
diate practice, against some of our 
brethren, then on a visit of Gospel love 
to Indiana. 

The authors profess tobe led andguided, 
in their actions, by the unerring Spirit .of 
Truth, whichis, eminently, a spirit oflove 
and mercy: a spirit which holds forth to 
the whole world—* Come unto me all ye 


ends of the earth, and be ye saved”:—a 


spirit that strives with all, even the re- 
bellious, and ceases not to woo and invite 
them ; to visit and revisit them, with the 
sacred touches of hislove. Was it under 
the blessed influence of this Spirit, that 
they, with such precipitancy, severed all 
“connexion,” and disclaimed all “ reli- 
gious fellowship with éwenty thousand of 
their brethren ?—Closed the door of la- 
bour, and love, and mercy, against them ; 
and'that, whilst ignorant, generally, of 
their real religious character and stand- 
ing, save what idle rumour,on the wing 
of scandal, may have wafted to listening 
ears? 

As one of the reasons for issuing this 


“ Epistle,” it is stated on the first page, 


that “ Certain books and papers of differ- 
ent descriptions have been put in circula- 
tion, purporting to set forth the doctrines 
of our Society, yet containing sentiments 
wholly. repugnant to our religious profes- 
sion, and subversive of the principles of 
the Christian religion,” &c. and in the 
eizhth page, as evidence of these facts 


reference is made to“ a periodical paper 


299. 


called the ‘ erean’”’; in which paper, 
the authors affirm that “itis declared as 

&.y-vain does any man quote the 
Scriptures, as authority to maintain his 
opinions’; that ‘they were adapted to 
other times, and other states, and not to 
us,’ and that. we have no ‘ right to appeal,’ 
even to the words of Jesus Christ ‘as au- 
thority to maintain’ our ‘opinions.’ ” 

Now in these few words are exhibit- 
ed more garding and unfairness, than 


i ever remember to have seen, with- 
in the same space. ‘The several sen- 
tences, or rather farts of sentences, are 
selected from different pages, which, for 
good and sufficient reasons, are not point- 
ed out to the reader. In Vol, H. p. 211, 
he will find the following passage : 


“Tn vain does any man quote the Scrip- 
tures as authority for his opinions ; for if 
they have not been immediately revealed 
to his own mind, by the Holy Spirit, they 
deserve no better name, as it resfhects him, 
than sheculations.” 


Thus the whole sentence, taken togeth- 
er, amounts to nothing, more nor less, 
than the commonly received opinion, that 
the revelation of the Holy Spirit is neces- 
sary to the understanding of. the Scrip- 
tures! In the quotation, the last part of 
the sentence, or that in italics, is left out 
inthe “Epistle,” although essential to 
qualify and explain the preceding part. 

The “Epistle” proceeds to quote :— 
“They [i. e. the Scriptures] were adapt- 
ed to other times, and other states, and 
not to us.” 

There is no such a sentiment as this in 
the Berean ; and in turning to p, 212, sec- 
ond column, the reader will find that itis 
“such scriptures,” and “those revela- 
tions,” which give the Deity a “ vindictive 
character,” and make him the “imme- 
diate author, and- contriver” of -punish- 
ments, reeking “his vengeance, and his 
anger on the wicked,” that “were for 
other times, and other states, and not for 
us”; aud not the Scriptures, in general, 
as the “ Epistle” has very unfairly stated 

Again, the Berean is made to say that, 
“we have no right to appeal, even to the. 
words of Jesus Christ, as authority to 
maintain our opinions”. ‘This is equally 
unfounded, with the foregoing. In ex-. 
amining p. 212, at the top, it will be seen 
that the Berean has reference only to 
the passage in the fourteenth chapter of 
John—*“In my Father’s house are many 
mansions” &c. and not to“the words of 
Jesus Christ,” in general,as represented 
in the Epistle. The writer has, it is true, 
had the fresum/ tion to declare his belief, 
tha neither the Meeting for Sufferings, 
nor E. Bates, had been favoured with a 
revelation of the true meaning of this pas-» 
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sage, and he remains quite easy in taking | 
upon himself ail the responsibility of such | 
a declaration ! | 

Such, then, are the palpable misrepre- | 
sentations, of which the authors of this | 
« Epistle” stand convicted before the pub- 
fic. Inreferring to the pages, from which | 
they have quoted, no impartial reader | 
will be able to discover any other senti- | 
ments than the following: (1) that the il- | 
lumination of the Holy Spirit is necessary | 
to the right understanding of the Scrip- | 
tures; without which it is in vain to quote H 
them, as authority to support opinions. | 
(2) That “such Scriptures,” as repre- | 


sent the Supreme Being as a God of an- | 
ger, vengeance &c, were given for the use | 
of an outward and carnal people, and | 
ought not to be diterally accepted by us, 
for whom they were not intended. (3) | 
That neither the Meeting for Sufferings | 
nor Elisha Bates understood the meaning 
of the second verse in the fourteenth 
chapter of John, and therefore had no | 
right to quote itin proof of their creed. | 
This is the real import of those passages | 
which have been selected, to prove the 
Berean to be among the number of “ per- | 
nicious books,” and containing “ senti- 
ments repugnant to our religious profes-. 


sion, and subversive of the principles of , 
- the Christian Religion”! The next, and | 
last quotation from the Berean, is found 
in page 8 and 9 of the “ E\pistle”; and as | 
there is not so much garbling here as in 
the foregoing cases, the authors have ven- | 
tured to refer to the place where it is 
found, viz. p. 259. It is quoted as fol- 
lows: 

“ Will it be presumed that God, whom 
the heaven of heavens cannot contain— 
whose presence fills the whole Universe 
—abode in his fulness, /itera//y in the 
man Jesus? Can it be supposed that he, 
of whom it was declared that he was 
limited in knowledge, power, and action, 
possessed, absolutely, the Spirit of God 
without measure? I believe not. The 

‘doctrine, therefore, contained in thechap- 
ter under review, ascribing a proper G - 
vinity to Jesus Christ, making him ‘the 
foundation of every Christian doctrine ;’ 
asserting that ‘the divine nature essen- 

fially belonged to him,’ and constituting 
him a distinct object of faith, and worship, 
48 not only anti-scriptural, but opposed to 


*he simplest principles ef reason, and _ is, } 


in short, the darkest doctrine that has ev- 


| er been introduced into the Christian 


church.” 


On this quotation, the reader will re- 
mark, that the words “/imited,” “ pro- 
per,” and “essentiallu,’? are made: em- 
phatical in the original, by being printed tv 
italics. In the quotation, this is omitted : 
also the quotation marksonthe expression 
“simplest priaciples of reason,” taker 
from Bares’ Doctrines. Lastly, that af- 
ter the words, “ I believe not,” near the 
top. in the original, the authors pass 
down to near the middle of the column, 
to finish their quotation, ieaving out the 
intervening matter, which contains a quo~ 
tation from Isaac Pennington, by nv 
Means adapted to their purpose.. As the 


| matter, thus passed over, is of importance 


in illustrating our views, it is here sub- 
joined : 


—“ The mission of Jesus was by far 
more important and €xtensive, and in- 
volving higher consequences, than any 
that had ever been conferred on the hu- 
man character; and hence the gift of the 
Holy Spirit, from his heavenly Fatner, 
was co-extensive therewith, and there- 
fore incomparably greater, than what had, 
been before dispensed to men. In this 
sense he was ‘morethan man,” Sut in 


| no other sense. Hewasbutan instrument, 


and ‘servant’ of God, but more dignified. 
and glorious than any other that had ev- 
er appeared in the world. ‘When the 
Spirit of the Lord was upon him, moving 
him to preach the gospel, he preached 
the gospel in the spirit and power of the 
Father, and went about doing good, and 
healing all that. were oppressed of the 
devil, us his Father's Spirit led and guid- 
ed him ; tor he did nothing of Aimse/f, or 
in his own will, or for himself, but all tv 
the will and time of the Father? ”’*— 

The above, althongh omitted to be 
quoted, must-have been read by the au- 
thors of thé Epistle. In it is found the 
declaration that Jesus was “more than 
man”; yet at the bottom of page nine ot 
this Epistle, it is asserted that “ Lhey 
[including the Berean] allow him: to be 
no more than a good man, whieh Pagans 
and Infidels have done”. ‘What apology 
can be offered for such an assertion, 
whilst the plain evidence of its unfound- 
ed character \ay before the authors ? 


* Vid. Pennington Fol. IV. 99. 
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‘The essav from which the foregoing 
quotation is taken, was written to refute 
F.. Bates’ doctrine of a distinction in the 
Divine Nature, or the doctrine of the 
trinity ; andas justice cannot be done the 
writer of it, without examining the whole, 
I invite the reader to give it an attentive 
perusal: and here I should be willing to 
leave this part of the subject; but, as 
much stress is laid on it Sy the advo- 
cates of trinitarian principles, and as it 
has been made the ground of much cal- 
umny and denunciation, I will spend a lit- 
tle more time upon it. 

1. The Society of Friends never be- 
lieved in the Divinity of the dody of Jesus 
Christ; nor in the Ay/iostatical union, or 
the fwo natures united in one flerson, and 
thus making one Christ ; as will be made 
appear by the following extracts: 


“ Now the Scriptures do expressly dis- 
tinenish between Christ, and the garment 
which he wore; between him that came, 
and the bedy in which he came; between 
fhe substance which was veiled, and the 
veil which veiled it. There was the out- 
ward vessel, and the INWARD LIFE. 
This we certainly know, and can never 
call the bodily garment Christ, BUT THAT 
WHICH APPEARED AND DWELT IN THE 
Bovy.”—[ Pennington Vol. IIT. fr. 61, 62. 

“Baptist says Christ was seen with a 
carnal eve, and his voice heard with a car- 
nal ear. Whereas, Christ said ‘he that 
seeth me, seeth mv Father also. Now 
dare he say, that God is such a visible ob- 
ject as may be seen by a carnal eye? 
But indeed, if the body that Christ took 
upon him inthe Virgin, and which was 
afterwards crucified, and put to death, 
was God, (for he tells of God-man being 
born of the virgin) then this would make 
God visible and to die, when that body 
was put to death, which were 0 less than 
blashhemy.”—{ Light and life of Christ 
by G. Whitehead. pf. 35. 

“TI came to see the idolatry of all pro- 
fessors, as to the ferson Christ, asto the 
body, flesh and blood ; and that the faith 
of most professors went no further than 
the veil. the outward, and reached not to 
Christ, the Saviour; the life, the arm, 
and power of God ; not to Christ in Spir- 
but in flesh.” —[ Thomas Zachary h. 6. 

—* But that the outward person which 
suffered, was properly the Son of God, wr 
UTTERLY DENY, and it isa perfect con- 
tradiction to their own principles; ‘A 
hody hast thou prepared me,” said the 
Son: then the Son was not the body, 


though the body was the Son’s.”—[iV” 
Penn Vol. IT. ifr. 65, 66. 

“There was a nature in that man, Jc- 
sus Christ,that was born of the virgin, 
that was subject to cold, heat, thirst, and 
hunger, and subject to be tempted of the 
devil; and this nature was not God, 
whose nature is infinite, eternal, immea- 
sureable, not subject to hunger or thirst” 
&c.—[ Edward Burrough, f. 637, 

I might go on and fill pages with ex- 
tracts containing similar sentiments, but 
enough is presented to show that no part 
of the Divinity of Christ, was attributed 
to his “ bodily garment,” by our prede- 
cessors; and that they did not teach that 
this “ garment,” constituted a part of the 
true Christ, nor,that it was changed or 
converted into the Divine nature, nor the 
Divine nature into it; for “ That which 
is born of the flesh, is flesh,” and that 
only “ which is born of the Spirit, is spir- 
it.” But to proceed: 

2. That the Divine nature belonged cn- 
ly to that which dwelt in the body, and 
that which dwelt in the body, was the 
Holy Spirit ; hence God in Christ was, 
and is, the Divinity of Christ. 

The quotation from Pennington, ina 
foregoing part of this essay, to which I 
refer the reader, is to the point here; I 
here subjoin a few others : 

“What was Christ’s righteousness ? 
Was it not the life, the virtue, the Spirit of 
the Father in him, he being one with it, in 
the faith ofit, and in the obedience to it.”’ 
Pennington Vol. ITE. pr. 236. 

“There is a great noise, by way of ob-. 
jection, among many of the professors of 
this age, against the people called Qua- 
kers, which is on this wise, viz. ‘ ‘Ve do 
not understand, say they, that you evér 
pray to God in the name of Jesus, or in 
the name ofthe Lord Jesus Christ’ &¢. 
To which I shall endeavour toanswer, as 
I have received of the Lord” &c.—* First, 
I do affirm, that they who preach, and 
pray in the spirit, and power, and light, 
and wisdom of God, do pray in the name 
of Jesus; for Jesus is but a name which 
was given unto that which was defore that 
name was, which the angel called a holy 
thing: and also said, ‘that holy thing 
which shall be born of thee, shall be call- 
ed the Son of God.”—[ Wm. Baily fp. 
157, 158. 

“ And first in your doctrines of God, 
whom you say is to be known, and believ- 
ed on, as in the distinguishment of three 
persons ; and herein ye teaclicontrary to 
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the Scriptures of truth, which you say is 
your rule, and by it are all such dreamers 
and deceivers judged, and by the Spirit 
which gave them forth. which speaks uo 
where of three persons, as ye imagine, 
and teach, but declares the only wise God, 
who is one in his Seing and substance, in- 
alividual, infinite ; who divideth all things, 
and to every sort their portien ; wholim- 
ited all things, and is not limited; whose 
power and spirit is inseparable from him ; 
who is the Father of the Spirits of all 
flesh ; who by his power createth, and by 
his spirit quickeneth all living creatures; 
whose fower is the Christ, and whose 
pb is the holy and eternal life, which 
they partake of, who wait for his appear- 
ance, in his power, and these do not the 
Scriptures call three persons, but ‘he one 
witness m the heaven, which you are all 
ignorant of ; who dream, and divine tothe 
people, of a distinguishment of persons in 
the Godhead. Theretote, cease your de- 
seit, ye deceivers, and soothsayers of 
Egypt, and come to the light that shines 
in the heart, that by it you may come to 
the true knowledge of God, your Creator, 
and of his power, by which ye were cre- 
ated, and of his spirit, by which he quick- 
ens into newness of life, all those whofear 
him, and wait for his salvation, which 
now, by the light, is making manifest.” 
Siephen Crisp, p. 75,76. 
Clarkson, who wrote his “ Portraiture 
of Quakerism,” under the eye of the So- 
ciety in England, when on this subject, 
says, “ That Christ, in all the offices, stat- 
ed in the proposition, is neither more nor 
less than the’Spirit of Ged, there can be 
no doubt. In looking at Christ, we are 
ae A apt to view him with carnal 
eyes. e can seldom divest ourselves of 
the idea of a body belonging tohim, though 
this was confessedly human, and can sel- 
dem consider him as a pure principle or 
fountain of divine life and light to men. 
Vid. Berean Vol. If. p. 292. 
3. That a measure of the same spirit, 
which was in Jesus, is also dispensed to 
us, and isin us “ The foundation of every 
Chrisian doctrine,” and there is experi- 
enced its mediating and atoning influence; 


there it cleanses, purifies, redeems and 
Saves, 


That this proposition is agreeable to 
the views held by our worthy ancestors, 
will appear by the following : 


“What is attributed to that body, we 
acknowledge and give to that body in its 
poate according as the Scriptures attri- 

uteth it, which is through, and because 


of that which dwelt and acted in it. Bat | 


that which sanctified and kept: the body 
pure, and made it all acceptable in him, 
was the life, holiness, and righteousness 
of the Spirit. And the same thing that 
kept his vessel pure, it is the same thing 
that cleanseth us.” —[ Pennington Vol. ir 
p. 34. | 


“(Sod as truly manifesteth himsclf inthe 
flesh of all his,as he did im Christ, al- 
though the measure of that manifestation 
be different.”—[*T. Collier's “ discovery 
of a new creation.” 

“ And we are taught, led, and guided 
by, and are possessors of a measure of the 
same spirit of grace and truth, that was 
in that person, Christ, our elder brother 
that suffered” —*“ of whose resurrection 
and life we are eye witnesses” &c. 

Wm. Baily, p. 169. 
— “Come to know the Immanuel God 
us, and Christ In us; and he that preach- 
eth any other Saviour, Gospel, or way to 
eterna! Salvation, but the Immanuel, the 
Son of God, his life, power, and wisdom 
IN HIM, to redeem his soul”—* I sav from 
the presence of the Lord he is accursed.”’ 

= Ib. p. 24, 25. 

“So that still the same Christ, Word- 
God, who haslighted all men, is by sin 
grieved, and burthened, and bears the. ini- 
quities of such as so sin, and reject his ben- 
efits. But as any hear his knocks, and let 
him into their hearts, he first wounds, and 
then heals. _ Afterwards, he atones, medi- 
ates, and reinstates man in the holy image 
he is fallen from by sin. Behold, this is 
the state of restitution ' And this, in some 
measure, was witnessed by the holy pa- 
triarchs, prophets, and servants of God, 
in old time, to whom Christ was, sub- 
stantially, the same Saviour, and seed 
bruising the serpents head, tat he is naw 
to us, what difference soever there may 
be in point of manifestation.” —[W. Penn, 


“Is not the substance, the life, the 
anointing, called Christ, wherever it is 
found? Doth not the name belong to the 
whole body, and every member in the 
body, as well as the head? Are they not 
all of one; yea, allone in the anointing. 
Was not this the great desire of his heart 
to the Father, that they all might be one, 
even as the Father and Christ were onc. 
(John xvii. 21,23) Andso being one in 
the same spirit; one in the same life: 
one in the same divine natute; (2 Peter 
3,4) even partakers of God’s holiness, 
(Heb. xii, 10.) Christ is not ashamed to 
call them brethren, (Heb. ii, 11) nor is 
the apostle ashamed to give them the 
name Christ, together with him. (1 Cor. 
xi, 12) ‘The body isthe same with the 
head ; one and the same in nature -an| 
doth not the name belong to the nature in 
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the whole? So that the name is not giv- | 
en to the vessel, but te the nature, to the | 
heavenly treasure, to that which is of 
him in the vessel; to that which the Lord 
4rom heaven begets in his own image, and 
likeness, of his own substance, of his own 
seed, of his own spirit, and pure life.” 
A. Pevnington Vol. TEL p. 54. 

“We witness him the same Christ, as 
‘was in that body which suffered at Jeru- 
salem”:—[Wm. Dewsbury, p. 120. 

“There is none knows Christ within, 
ut he knows him without, the same yes- 
terday, todas, and forever; and there is 
noné knows him, but they that know 
him within. revealed of the Father, which 
ds beyond flesh and blood.”’—* There is 
none knows Christ, nor his sufferings, but 
by the spirit of God qwithin”--“ Nothing 
‘gives nor makes manifest the knowledge 
‘of the Saviour, but the light which doth 
enlighten every man that cometh into the 
world.”—~[Fox’s Great Mystery, pp. 217, 
142; 140. 

4. Vhat outward, and visible transac- 


A4ions, in relation to the Mosaiac dispensa- |! 


tion, and the outward man Christ Jesus, 
are to be esteemed as types and figures, 
pointing tothe spiritual rea/ities, which 
they represented. 

« The Quakers see no need of directing 


LIFE of Christ Jesus, who saith, ‘Except 
| ye eat my flesh and drink my blood, ye 
have no life in you’ The new, and sec- 
| ond Covenant is dcdicated with the blood, 
THE LIFF of Christ Jesus, which is the 
| alone atonement unto God; by which all 
his people are washed, sanctified, cleans- 
ed,and redeemed to God.’ ”—[Fox’s Doc- 
trinals, pp. 664, 646. 
To the question whether Christ in the. 
flesh be a figure or not: G. Fox an- 
swers ! 


“ Christ is the substance of all figures ; 
and his isa figure ; for every one 
passeth through the same way ashe did, 
who comes to know Christ in the flesh: 
there must be a suffering with him, before 
there be a rejoicing with him. Christ is 
| an example for all to walk after; and if 
, thou Knewest what an example is, thou 
_ wouldst know what a figure is, to come 
up to the same fuliness.”——[G. Fox, Saul’s 
| Errand to Damascus, 


| _“ But would it be good doctrine to say, 
that Mary and Simeon carried their Sa- 

, viour in their arms, but had not the light 
| hor spirit within them, to save them? 
Or that they carried God in their arms, 
_and had him not within them, if that 
_child was God-man, as he terms him ? 
_ But Simeon saw further than the Baptists, 


| and the blood of the new Covenant is th© 


men to the tyfie, for the antj-tyfie, viz. 
neither tothe outward temple, Dor yet to 
Jerusalem, either to Jesus Christ or his 
blood ; knowing that neither the. righte- 
onsness of faith, nor the word of it doth so 


direct.” (Rom. x)—[Whitehead’s light | 


and ite of Christ pp. 48, 49. 

“The heavenly, and more perfect tab- 
crnacie, and altar, with the heavenly 
things, are all a mystery, anc spiritual. 
‘The offering and living sacrifice are spir- 
itual; the passover spiritual; the seed 
spiritual ; tbe bread, the fruit of the vine, 
1 he flesh aud the blood, which give life to 
the soul, yea, the water and blood, which 
wash, and sprinkle the conscience, are 
all spiritual and mysterious, as the new 
Covenant itself is” 


& Thislight, wherewith thon art exlight- 
ned, is the life of Jesus, which he has 


| for he confessed Christ to be a light te 
, enlighten the Gentiles, and the salvation. 
_God had prepared before the face of the 
' people ; which light within, they have 
| endeavoured to darken as much as in 
them hes.”—[Whitehead’s light and life 


| of Christ p. 47. 


| “Whois the Redeemer?—The Son of 
God, the child of God’s begetting, th e 
Divine image, who naturally believes an d 
fulfils the will of the Father, in every ves- 
sed which it -hath prepared. By what 
doth he redeem ?—By his blood ; by his 
lite; by his power; by his nature, sown 
_ in the vessel, and transforming the vessel 
into its own Jikeness”—* And after this 
springs up the glory of the life in the ves- 
sel, even the glory which it had with the 
Father, before the world was.”—[Pen- 
nington Vol. I.p. 427. 


given a ransom for man; and that was 
not natural as some fooiishiy nagine ; 
for ifit were natural, it could net be a | 
-ransom for man Out of sin: for the sin to | 
be natural, and that which reproves nat- | 
‘ural is contrary to the apostle who. said, | 
“they twothat warred m the creature, 
were contrary.”””— (Stephen Crisp’s 
works. 

“ The blood of the old Covenant was 
he life of the beasts, and other creatures, 


as For the apostle preached Christ, the 
word nigh in the heart, and in the mouth ; 


| and the ingrafted Word is able to save 


| the soul ; so he did not preach a@ viszble 
Christ with flesh and bones, as you do.” 
W. Baily p. 600. 


| “There is Christ in the flesh, and 
| Christ in the spirit. Christ inthe flesh 
|1s the witness, the common person in 
| whom our salvation is transacted @s in @ 
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Ficu re, Christ ia the spirit is the read | 20. 1 Cor.i.24. Rom. x. 6, 8. Gai. 


trath aad principle of righteousness, and / Iv. 6. Eph. vi. 17. 1 John, m. 24, 


of life; he is the real salvation within us.” ! The Society of Friends have never re- 
*J. Sprigg’s testimony. | cognized any distinction between Carist or 


“ Now the blood that sprinkles the con- the Werd, and the Holy Spirit. This ts 


science, Cleanseth &c.is as truly sfiriéual 


as the water is, which Christ giveth, and 
by which he washeth the church through 
the Word. For we are not to suppose 
two kinds of Saviours, and sanctifers ; 
that is both a natural, (which isnot in be- 
ing, as is said of the blood that was shed) 
and the spirit which stiill liveth.” 


Whitehead’s Light and life of Christ pp. |! 


48, 49, 


“ The New Testament state must bea 
‘state ot substance, even of that spiritual 
substance, which the law held out in sha- 
dows. The Jew is inward, the circum- 
cision inward, the sacrifices inward, the 
church inward: all is in spirit, in life, in 
power, in virtue.”—[ Pennington Vol. I. 
pp. 115, 116. 


“Destroy the veil, and destroy death ; 
the taking away of the veil, is the taking 
away of death; death, upon a true ac- 
count, isnothing but a veil upon God, 
who is our life ; even Christ’s flesh was a 
veil. Ordinances are veils. If God be 
our life, the less we are in these things, 
the more we are in life.”—[*C. Goad’s 
last testimony. 

Not having space for further extracts, 
I refer the reader to “Sandy foundation 
shaken,” published in Philadelphia, 1825: 
to the “ Christian Quaker,” Philadelphia 
edition of 1824, and to the Essays in the 
_ Berean, under the head of “Doctrine of 
Atonement, briefly considered,” and 
“ Review of E. Bates’ Doctrines.” For 
scriptural testimony, on the several 
points treated of above, the reader may, 
at his leisure, refer to the following texts. 


(4) God is a Spirit. John iv. 24. (2) 
rhis spirit is and not two, nor three. 
isa. xlv. 5,6, Zac. xiv. 9. 1 Cor. viii. 6, 
15, Eph. iv.6. 1 Tim. ii. 5. (3) The 
spirit of God, operating in the soul is the 
toundation and source of divine knowl- 
edge. John xiv. 16 to 24. 1 Cor. ii. 10, 
14. 1 Johnii.27: Eph.iv.6. Acts xvii. 
28. Nehem. ix. 20. (4) This spirit is 


the Saviour. Isa. xlviii. 17. Jude v. 
isa. xlv. 21. 1 Tim. iv. 10. ‘Tit. 1. 3. |! 


Rom. viii, 9,11, 26. John iii. 5. (5) It 
*'was able to save” Jesus, “from death.” 


Heb. v. 7. and ix. 14. Matt. iii. 16. (6) | 
It is the same with Christ, the anointing | 


or anointed. 1 John ii. 27. Col. i. 27. 
Whfh, iv. 13. iii. 17. Gal. iv. 19 and 


abundantly proved by the foregoing ex- 
tracts. Their doctrine, in this particular, 
is also fully sustained by the scriptures. 
In these writings the same acts and ope- 
rations are ascribed to both, indifferently ; 
' hence one of our ancient writers savs, “1 
' do affirm that they who preaca and pray 


the spirit, and power, and light, and 
| Jésus: for Jesus is but a name, whica was 
given unto that which was, before that 
| name was, which the angel called a holy 
| 
| or “ Divine principiein the hearts of men,” 
they ascribe all, as 1 have shown, in the 


fully believed, and still believe, in the 
| scriptural account of “God manifest in 
the flesh” of that “prepared body”; 
_and reverently acknowledge the great 


| through the life, doctrines, holy-exampie, 
_ blessed precepts, sufferings, and “ trium- 
_phant martyrdom” of the blessed Jesus ; 


| yet they did not, nor do not rest the foun- 


' dation of their faith on any thing outwara ; 
knowing that it is “the spirit that 
—quickeneth,” and that “the flesh profit- 
eth nothing”; and that it is not “ Christ 
| after the flesh,” or as he appeared in che 
‘flesh eighteen hundred: years ago, that 
'weare now Called on, according to the 
apostle, “to know,” (2 Cor. v. 16] 
but “the life of Jesus made manifest in 
our mortal flesh.’ [2 Cor. iv. 11) 
| Hence they “sawno need of divecting 
| men to che type for the anti-type, viz. 
neither to the outward temple, nor yet to 
Jerusalem, either to Jesus Christ or. his 
blood ; knowing that neitaer the righte- 
| ousness of faith, nor the word of it doth so 
divect.”——[Whitehead’s light of Christ. 
The protessors and opponents of the 
| Suciety, contended that the dody af Jesus 
_ was divine, by being united to thie divinity, 


*Sprigg, Colher, and Goad, are au- 
thors, not of the Society of Friends, but 
quoted by W. Pein, Vol. If. pp. 426, 


| 421. fol. : 


_wisdem of God, do pray in the name of 


thing.”? Tothe operation of spirit, 


work of salvation. And, although 


| benefits derived to us, and the worild,, 
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and forming what they termed the hy- 
postatical union; thus constituting the | 
true Christ and Saviour ; and a “ distinct | 
person,” bot) from the F ather, and the 
Holy Spirit. Hence they asserted that 
the Society, by denying this distinction, 
denied the Divinity of Christ, and indeed 
the whole scheme of redemption, seeing 
they rejected the doctrine of the trinity, 
or of three “ distirct persons” in the God- 
head, and with it the necessity of a satis- 
faction (outward) for the remission of sin. 


{vid. “Sandy Foundation shaken.” } 
Such was the state of the controv ersy on 
this subject in the days of George Fox, 
Whitehead, and Penn, and such we be- 
lieve to be, essentially, the state of the 
present controyersy, between the Society, 
and those members in it, styled the or- 
thodox party. Thus, the “ Epistle,” p. 
9, says: 


“ We are aware that some have pro- 
fessed a belief in the Divinity of Christ, | 
who nevertheless confined their applica- | 
tion of those terms exclusively to the di- 
vine principle in the hearts of men; 
which is a virtual denial that ‘ Jesus is the 
Christ,’ ” &c, 


_ Now the foregoing extracts refer to this 
*‘ principle in the hearts of men,” as the 
ground and root of all operation, and doc- 


trine, and practice. They point us to it 
as the true Christ; the Word; the “ Im- 
manuel, God with us”; the Holy Spirit 
&c.—“ Come to know the Immanuel, God 
with us,and Christ in us, and he that 
preacheth any other Saviour, Gospel, or 
way to salvation, but the Immanuel, the 
Son of God, his life, power, and wisdom 
in him, to redeem his soul” I say from 
the presence of the Lord he is accursed” 
(vid. supra) so George Fox: “The 
light that doth enlighten every man that 
cometh into the wor Id, which is Christ 
Jesus, is the Teacher, and he that be- 


lieves in it, receives Christ” 
Scriptures cannot give a knowledge. of 
the Saviour”"—W. Penn also testifies, 
«That the invisible, spiritual, and divine 
Tife, principle or nature, was the root and 
fountain of all which is sometimes ascrib- 
ed in scripture to the body, by that com- 
mon figure er way of speaking amongst 
sH€n, the thing containing, Which was the 


—** The | 


body, for the thing contained, which was 
the eternal power, wisdom, life,” &c. In 
like manner, Clarkson, on the doctrines 
of the Society : “ That Christ, in all the 
offices stated in the proposition, is neither 
more nor less than the Spirit of God, 
there can be no doubt.” (vid. Berean Vol. 
II. p. 290,.293.) 
Thus, in owning the divinity of this 
“ divine principle,” both as it was mani- 
fested in the man Jesus, “to an extent in- 
comparably greater than what bad been 
before dispensed to men,” and as it is, in 
a measure, now manifested “in the hearts 
of men,” we do thereby own the Divinity 
of Christ, both in his outward and inward 
appearance: and hence, to sustain the 
assertion, that this is a “virtual denial 
thet Jesus is the Christ,” there is no 
other refuge, than either to make his 
body divine, or to become entangled in 
the trinitarian scheme, and constitute him 
a “ distinct fivrson” from the Father and 
Holy Spirit ; both of which doctrines, it 
has been amply proved, were always de- 
nied by the Society. 

‘The objections in the “ Epistle,” to the 
remarks from the Berean, on “the ful- 
ness,” are also founded on trinitarian 
views. The fulness applies to the divine 
nature, or to that which dwelt inthe “man 


Christ Jesus.”"* But grant the supposi- 


tion, that the Divi inity, and consequent- 
ly the fulness essentially be/onged to him, 
and that he possessed it, “literally,” and 
‘‘absolutely,”’ then it follows, that God was 
born of the virgin Mary ; was tempted as 
we are; learned obedience by the things 
which he suffered, and was betrayed, buf- 
fetted, spit upon, and finally crucified by 
the hands of wicked men!!! 

What is stated in the Epistle on the 
partial quotations therein made, from the 
“Sermons,” and “ letter,’’ is also substan- 
tially, unfounded, viz. that they are suffi- 
cient to show the “ discordance” &c. with 
“the writings of our ancient Friends.” 
The reader will find, in turning to Penn’s 
“Sandy Foundation shaken,” much that 
is in accordance with the sentiments con- 
tained in the “letter”? That “no out- 


*So even trinitarians admit; see Adam 


Clarke in Loco. 
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ard Saviour” can save the soul, our wri- 
ters abundantly teach. Jesus/himself de- 


claredit “If Idonot go away the Com- 
forter will not come.” ‘The conduct of 


his disciples illustrates the same truth. 
For although they had been with him, 
and under his tuition (outwardly) for | 
years, yet when the trial came, one of | 
them betrayed him, another denied him, | 
and all of them forsook him! And 
wherefore? Because their attentions had 
been fixed on an outwarddeliverer. But 
when, after waiting at Jerusalem, they | 
came to experience the influence of an 
inward Saviour, such a change was 
wrought in this before timid flock, that 
neither threats, nor jails, nor gibbets, 
could move them from their purpose. 

Again, the Epistle quotes from the 
* Sermons,” as follows :—* He [God] has 
been as willing to reveal his will to every 
creature as he was to our first parents, to 
Moses, and the prophets, to Jesus Christ, 
and his apostles: He never can set any 
of them above us, because if he did, he 
ewould be partial.” 

Thispassage, is, no doubt, construed in- 
to a denial of the Divinity of Jesus Christ, 


because it supposes a revelation made to 


him. Now Jesus declared the same truth 
in many places—* As my Father has 
taught me,” said he “J speak these 
things’—*“ The word which ye hear is 
not mine, but the Father’s which sent 
me.’ So Isaac Pennington: “ WHEN the 
Spirit of the Lord was upon him, moving 
him, to preach the Gospel, he preached 
the Gospel.” And the same spirit that 
revealed the Father’s will to him, reveals 
“it tous; and thus, in this respect, he was 
not “ above us,” (which is the evident 
meaning of the author) for, says the wri- 
ter above quoted, “ We are also born of 
the same seed. Heis formed in us; we 
are formed of him, we are as well of his 
fiesh and blood, as he was of ours.” And 
G. Whitehead also says, that “his mind 
and will stood in subjection to the Fath- 
er”: and in C. Goad’s “last testimony,” 
it is affirmed that “God as truly manifest- 
eth himself in the flesh of all his, as he 
did in Christ, although the measure of 
that manifestation is different.”—* And 


| 


= 


we are taught,” says Wm. Baily, “andare 


guided by, and are possessors of a mea~ 
sure of the same spirit of Grace and truth, 
that was in that person, Christ, ow7 elder 
brother that suffered.” ae 

From the foregoing remarks, it will be 
readily admitted, by every candid reader, 
that ifthe works quoted from, are “re- 
pugnant” tothe “doctrines of our Socie~ 
ty,” and “subversive of the principles of 
the Christian religion,” the authors of 
this Epistle have been very unhappy 


‘in their selection of passages to prove 


their assertions ; but they have clearly 
shown that their system is very much of 
an outward character. The quotations 
made in the Epistle from Fox, Barclay, 
and Penn, are partial ; they do not take 
in “the whole design” of these authors ;* 
nor will they bear the outward construc- 
tion put on them by the Epistle, without 


presenting a positive contradiction to nu-. 


merous other clear passages found.in the 
same writers, some of which I have quot- 
ed, harmoniously setting forth the true 
Gospel dispensation, to be wholly of an 
internal and spiritual nature: and that 
the outward Saviour, his conception, and 
birth ; his flesh and blood, and sacrifice, 
and resurrection, are, in a very instructing 


manner, typical of the inward Saviour, 
mediation, and atonement, to be known 


and experienced in our hearts. 

In page 10, the Epistle says: “In the 
progress of these principles, against, 
which we feel bound to bear testimony, a 
separation of a uumber of individuals has 
taken place within the limits of a neigh- 


bouring Yearly Meeting. In this separa-. 


tion, the connexion with the Yearly Meet- 
ing to which they have belonged, has been 
dissolved, and meetings of their own set 


*It is not here contended that no differ- 
ence of opinion existed among our ancient 
Friends with respect to the outward man- 
ifestation &c’s this is evident from their 
writings: but this difference did not 
cause any schism, or division; because 
their faith did not repose on their outward 
views; they were with them among the 
non-essentials. heir religion, their faith 
and their hopes were inward and spirit- 
itual. Here they placed the stress, the 
sum and substance ot the whole matter. 
Nor did they bow to the image, set up. by 
other sects, made, part of iron and part of 
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up, contrary to the ancient and clearly 


established order of our religious Socie- 


ty. 

This statement. is calculated to give 
very erroneous views of the real state of 
society here. From the house in Arch 
Street, ia Philadelphia, and the few who 
had setup a government of their own 
there, the boy of Friends have separated, 
The meetings held there had been for 
years past, thrown into disorder by “a 
number of individuals” attempting to lord 
jt over the heritage, by the exercise of 
an exclusive power, that went to the sub- 
version, virtually, of the rights and _ priv- 
ileges of three fourths of the members, 


contrary tothe ancient and clearly es- 


tablished order of our religious Society.” 
Seeing that the objects, for which the 
Yearly Meeting was instituted, were thus 
wholly frustrated, it was concluded to 
hold a Meeting apart from this spirit of 
strife and contention. This hasbeen ef- 
fected, and the objects of a Yearly Meet- 
ing, have been, with the blessing of tbe 
Almighty, regained, to the edification, 
and strength, and comfort of the body. 
In some of the Quarterly and Monthly 
Meetings “a number of individuals,” dis- 
satishied with this movement, have sepa- 
rated themselves from their meetings, and 
set up others contrary to the “ clearly es- 
tablished order of our Society”! ‘These 
separatists, in many of the Monthly Meet- 
ings, do not exceed ten or fwelve male 
members, and in some not more than half 
that number. And there are a number 
of meetings, in which there is not a sin- 
gle individual ofthis party. In the Year- 
ly Meeting, at large. the number does not 
exceed one fourth, perhaps not more than 
oné sixth of the whole. ‘Thus it is most 
true, that “ a number ofindividuals” have 
separated from Friends, and have set up 
meetings of theirown,” but the authors 
have committed, as I apprehend, the very 
singular mistake of ascribing to the Socie- 
ty of Friends these disorderly acts, anc 
of thus placing them to the side opposite 
to that to which they appertain! And 1 
may add,in confirmation of the forego- 
ing exposition, that the Yearly Meeting 
of Baltimore, (by which I mean%the body 


of the Mecting, and not a small party in i 


it) at its last sitting, has, by an official act 
acknowledged and declared its unity and 
“connexion” with the Yearly Meeting 
held in Philadelphia inthe tenth month 
last: the same body of Friends from 
whom, under the title of “a number of in- 
dividuals,” the Epistle before us, has an- 
nounced a separation, esteeming them no 
longer worthy of “religious fellowship”! 
The Epistle quotes, with approbation, 
the following passage from the Apology : 
— “We shall also be very willing to admit 
it as a positive maxim, that whatsoever 
any DO, pretending to the Spirit, which is 
contrary to the Scriptures, be accounted 
and reckoned a delusion of the devil.” 
Permit me then, to ask the question, whe- 
ther this sweeping act and renunciation 
of all connection, and religious fellowship | 
with so large a portion of our brethren, 
most of whom are personally unknown in 
indiana, together with the very unfriendly 
proceeding towards the strangers who 
visited that Yearly Meeting, are not al- 
together “ contrary” to that divine chari- 
ty, inculcated in “ the Scriptures,” and to 
that “ New commandment” which Christ 
gave to his disciples ?—W hether the pub- 
iic denunciations which we have heard se 
often from those “ pretending to the spir- 
it,” with the false imputations of deism and 
infidelity unreservedly made against mem- 
bers of Society, whose lives are adorned 
with the “ fruits of the Christian virtues,”? 
do not bespeak a spirit of “ delusion’? 
We believe it right “to bear our testi- 
mony against all such” PRACTICES, “as 
subversive ot the Christian religion, and 
the discipline of our Society”; and to cau- 
tion the public against being misled by 
specious appearances; for we are author- 
isec to declare, that ncither the unchari- 
table renunciation of religious fellowship, 
avowed in this Epistle, nor the unfair and 
garbled quotations ; nor the appointment 
oi a.committee to curtail liberty of con- 
science—are the acts of the Yearly Meet- 
ing ot Indiana, but have been effected in the 
name of that large and respectable body, 
by the overbearing conduct of foreigners, 
supported by a party in he said meeting 
having kindred views and feelings; who 
have thereby infringed a vital principle 


of the religious compact, and wif] be 
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yesponsible for all the consequences that 
mav follow. The Society of Friends will 
not passively submit to.an abridgement of 
their religious freedom, but will continue 
to guard, with a watchful cye, those bles- 
sed privileges which our worthy prede- 
cessors won by nearly half a century of 
painful endurance, from the usurpations 
of anti-christ, and the iron grasp of intol- 


erance. 
An enemy to Creeds, 


A LETTER 


v4 ldressed to the female ministers of the 
Society of Friends in England, who are 
now travelling in that capacity in the 
U. S:ates. 


(Continued from p. 22.) 


The proceeding mentioned in the last 
number of the Berean, could not but pro- 
duce, on an American audience, a strong 
feeling of disapprobation towards the au- 
thor. In the dark ages, such an imputa- 
tion, would have consigned the individ- 
ual against whom it might have been ut- 
tered, to the stake, or the gibbet. It 
wouid still make a powerful impression 
on the other side of the Aciantic. But on 
this side of the water, the public mind, 
the state of which is always much. influ- 
enced by forms of Government, being no 
longer trammelled with monarchical and 
aristocratical institutions, eitherin Church 
or State, has experienced an advance- 
ment in moral and intellectual improve- 
ment, of which yowappear to have been 
ignorant. Here the ipse dixit of any in- 
dividual, although coming from “Old 
England,” will not be taken for mere 
than it is worth. Here inquiry precedes 
conviction, and any person assuming the 
character both of accuser anu judge, will 
be regarded with suspicion, if not with 
disgust. ‘The members of the Society of 
Friends, it is believed, are not behind 
those of other denominations in the:spirit 
of discernment. In the nature and man- 
ner of this wanton attack, they therefore 
saw a gross violation of Christian charity, 
of discipline, of order, and of decency ; 
-@nd the aceuser refased to make 


A LETTER 43 


any sort of reparation, or even to grant a 
hearing to the injured party, she forfeited 
their confidence: she lost their respect. 

But the effusions of a false and utichar- 
itable zeal, are by. no means limited ei- 
ther to this single example, or to’ this in- 
dividual. The same theme has been 
commen to all of you, and introduced in- 
to a large proportion of the meetings 
which you have attended on this conti- 
nent. All who were known or suspected 
to differ from you ia opinion, om certain 
theological points, have been addressed 
in the language of condemnation, garnish- 
ed with the harshest and niost odious 
terms that the English tongue could. fur- 
nish. Asa sample, I subjoin the follow- 
ing extract of a.sermon delivered by one. 
of you, at Rose Street Meeting house, in 
the city of New York, on the 4th. day of 
the 7th. month last’ 

“They had imbibed, and were ledaway, 
by the insiduous principles of Infidelity ; 
which, in its first appearance, was intro- 
duced under a specious pretence of fur- 
ther light and spirituality, in order to de- 
ceive the unwary, in which they had suc- 
ceeded to an alarming extent. Oh 


what abominable hypocrisy ! 


cover or garb of external religious sancti-. 
| ty, they spread darkness, yea, the dark- 
ness of F-.gypt !—a darkness that may be 
felt.—and such are the corrupting effects 


been poisoned by their pernicious princi- 
ples, that the lines of Infidelity can be 
traced and seen in their very countenan- 
ces!! ‘They are verging on the preci- 
pice of eternal ruin, being witliin one step 
of downright 4theism ! They have the 
spirit of Cain, that wicked murderer of 


foreheads !—and what must he their por- 
tion but hell and damnation ! How aw- 
ful must be the responsibility of such Ayp-— 
ocrites wolves in sheepi’s clothing—such 
false pretenders to religion and godliness! 
whe, to spread their pernicious principles 
and doctrines, would compass sea and 
land to make proselytes, and when made, 
-are (if possible) more the children of hell 
than themselves!—Yet such msiduous, 


designing hypocrites, ander high claims 
‘to religious light and knowledge, are ex- 
alting themselves over all that’is called 
God—yea, they -have taken the seat of 
God, and say, thatthey areas God! Tiut 
they are under the spirit and influence of 
‘the king of the locasts and his angels, as- 


Under the. 
| pretence of further light, and under the’ 


thereof, to the hearts of those who have’ 


his brother—his mark is visible in their: 
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cending from the bottomless pit—yet they 
will be swept awav as the chaff of the 
summer threshing floor, and descend to 
the pit, whence they sprang. Oh! what 
envious. malignant spirits! not satisfied 
with being deluded themselves, without 
engaging.in the cruel, unholy work of de- 
ceiving others, and drawing them into the 
snare; knowing, at the same time, that 
they are on the precipice of destruction, 
and wishing to drag as many with them 
as are within their reach.—These shall 
utterly perish in their own corruptions, to 
whom is reserved the mist of blackness 
and darkness forever!” 
SCRUTINY. 


FOR THE BEREAN. 


ON THE CHARACTER AND MIS- 
SION OF JESUS CHRIST 


(Continued from fi. 27 ) 


‘When Trinitarians assert that God is 
one in essence, itis very evident that as 
the scriptures do not discuss the doctrine 
of essences, they suppose him to be one 
inthissense. But reason has then some- 
thing to do with this subject! Those 
who-call on us to believe in mysteries, 
which are contrary to reason, are obliged 
to fly to'reason at last! The plain decla- 
ration of scripture is that He is one in ev- 
ery sense. 

-The observations we have made on 
miracles will not therefore apply, it is ev- 
ident, to the generally received doctrine 
of the Zrinity. The word itself does not 
occur in scripture, and is merely of hu- 
man invention ; and the whele tenor of 
the sacred writings is decidedly against 
the system on which the doctrine is 

built. 

Jesus Christ never claimed for himself 
any higher title than the Sonof God. He 
positively declared that his Father was 
greater than he, John 14. 28—that the 
mighty works he wrought, he did through 


the power given to him by the Father; | 


In the face of all these overwhelming 


-truths, the Trinitarian asserts that Jesus 


was God himself—calling him by the un- 
scriptural title, “God the Son.” The 
Moravians use in their service the terms, 
Lord God Son, Lord God Holy -Ghost, 
Thou slaughtered Lamb, our God and 
Lord. But no where in the Scriptures 
can we find the word Trinity, or the 
phrase God man, or the words God the 
Son, and God the Holy Ghost, or the ex- 
pression, “ three persons in one God.” 
Some of the Calvinistic writers have 
represented that the Almighty was so ir- 
ritated at the disobedience of Adam, that 
he condemned all his posterity to eternal 
punishment for that one transgression— 
but that in order to induce God to change 
his intention, his Son Jesus Christ came 
forward, and by a bargain or contract, of- 
fered to purchase the salvation of man- 
kind by giving himself as a substitute fot 
them, and suffering an eternal death in 
their stead to appease his wrath. When 
this bargain was made, we are not inform- 
ed. The Bible gives uo light on the sub- 
ject. But the notion, although diametri- 
cally contrary to the whole tenor of the 
Sacred Writings, has originated from a 
love of the mysterious and incomprehen- 
sible, cherished by the warm imaginations 
of men, whose zeal was not according to 
knowledge. And to shew still more 
clearly the folly and darkness, into which 
minds of this description are led, men 
have been found to represent the Almigh-. 
ty such a tyrant, that long before millions. 
have been born, their souls have been 
pre-ordained by him to eternal misery tor 
sins they never committed—and some | 
few, (in which number they always seem 
to include themselves)—to eternal felicity, 
for good qualities they never owned. 
What are the reasonsassigned Concern- 
ing the end of the Messiah’s coming ? 
Some have been, to restore the Jewish 
nation ; some, to be put to death, to save 


John 14. 10—5. 19, 25, 27, 30—that all 
his power was derived; Matt. 28. 18. 
John, 5. 26, and particviarly alluding to a 


the world from the effects of original sin 
in Adam, transmitted to his race, by 
righteousness in Christ imputed to us; 
some again, to save the whole world, and 


coming event known to the Father, that 
he was ignorant of the time when it would 
Mark 13. 92. 


some only a part. Some believe that 
Christ descended into hell to “ suffer the 


wrath of God,” and make full atonement. 


“ 
| 
| 
wat 
4 
wy 
art 
i | 
4 
i 
: 
au 
| 
| 
} 


EPISTLE. 45 


But he says of himself, that he came “ to 
call sinners to repentance.” Matt. 9. 13. 
The end of the mission of Christ was in- 
deed to call sinners to repentance ; not 
that he should die for our sins, either as 
a sufficient and total pardon thereof, or 
that he should reconcile God to pardon 
sin by this sacrifice of his. But the eud 
of his mission was.apparent in his life, 
doctrine, and practice, and not in his 
death—that was the effect of popular 
rage in the Jewish nation. 

The scriptures declare that “God so 
loved the world, that he gave his only be- 
gotten Son,” and sent him into the world, 
that “the world through him might be 
saved.” John 3. 16,17. Yetthe Trini- 
tarian believes God to be so rigidly severe 
and unmerciful, that he would everlast- 
ingly have damned a whole world for the 
single sin of one man, had not his innocent 
Son submitted to the raging ebullitions of 
his wrath. The satisfaction of divine jus- 
tice with the sufferings and blood of a per- 
fectly innocent victim, seems inconsistent 
with the goodness and immutability of 
God: ‘it also strongly implies that the vol- 
untary victim was more gracious to hu- 
man infirmity than our heavenly father. 


* Anger is not in me,” he hath said. The. 


anger of the Lord is often mentioned in 
scripture, but all such declaraticns can 
be understood only ina figurative sense. 
We once heard a presbyterian clergyman 
remark, that in speaking of the wrath of 
God, he did not mean that wrath belong- 
-ed te him who is unchangeable, but that 
kind of dealing to his creatures, which, if 
exercised by one man towards another, 
would be termed wrath. This however 
seems a distinction without a difference. 
For our Lord appealed to the understand- 
ings of those around him, when he said, 
“ What man is there of you, who if his 
son ask for bread, will give him a stone ? 
If ye then beiny evil, know how to give 
good gifts unte your children, how much 
more shall your Father who is in heaven, 
give good things to them that ask him? 
Matt. 7.9, 11. 


What, obligations therefore, are the 
“‘Trinitarians under tothe Father, unless it 
‘be that he had a son more merciful than 


himself, who, though he was God, suffer- 


= 


— 


ed the sins of men to be upon him, even 
to death, to satisfy his Father, but must 
himself for ever go without any satisfac- 
tion paid to him? 

Again, since God the Father was once 
to be satisfied, and it was impossible he 
could do it himself, nor yet the Son or 
Spirit, because the same God, it naturally 
follows that the debt remains unpaid, and 
the satisfactionists, thus far, are still at a 
lass 

The modern reputed orthodox teach 
as the doctrine of Atonement, the satis- 
faction for sins, which Christ is supposed 
to have made, by bearing the punishment 
due to sianers, in their place and. stead, 
and so buying God off from the infliction 
of his vengeance on his guilty creatures, 
and giving him a price for their salvation. 

Now, however sacred and important 
the doctrine of A.onement may be thought, 
it certainly lies open to the scrutiny of 
reason and the test of Scripture, like all 
the other doctrines of religion. If it be: 
clearly and undeniably the doctrine of the 
gospel, how can its credibility be weaken- 
ed by the strictest examination, or the 
belief of it be endangered by its being 
brought to the testofthe New Testament? 
The sincere inquirer after truth. should 
resolve not to be stopped in his inquiries. 
by declamations and the clamour of big- 
otry ; but in a calm and dispassionate 
manner, without regard tothedogmas ard 
systems of fallible men, bring every doc- 
trine to the test of scripture, scrutinized 
in the light of the Holy spirit, that he 
may know the truth as it isin Jesus: and 
in proportion as any doctrine is assumed 


to be of superior importance, the more 


closely should it be ‘examined. 
( To be continued. ) 


AN EPISTLE 


From the Yearly Meeting of Friends, held 
in Philadelphia, by adjournments from 
the fifteenth of the Tenth Month, to the 

“nineteenth of the same, inclusive, 1827, 
to the Quarterly, Monthly, and partic~- 
ular Meetings of Friends, within the 
compass of the said Yearly Meeting. 


Dear Friends,—Having convened in 
this Yearly Meeting, under very peculiar 
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and trying circumstances, in order to | 


transact the business of the Church, our 
minds have been comforted and strength- 
ened, in the evidence afforded that we are 
still mercifully regarded by our Holy 
Head, whose heavenly wing hasgracious- 
Jy overshadowed this meeting to the hum- 
bling of our spirits ; and tender sympathy 
has flowed towards our absent brethren 
and sisters, wliom we affectionately salute 
in the love of the everlasting Gospel. 


We fervently desire that all may be in- 
creasingly concerned to retire from the 
noises, the contentions, and the confusions 
that are in the world—that we may in- 
dividually submit to the. government of 


the Prince of Peace, who gathered our | 


forefathers to be a people and committed 
to them important testimonies. 


These testimonies have been felt to be 
near and dear to us, and a living travail 
has been known that our Zion may arise 
and shine in her ancient brightness, as in 
athe morning of the day, when her ‘sons 
and her daughters were despised and per- 
seeuted, yet inherited the blessing pro- 


nounced by our Divine Master: “ Bless- | 


ed are ve when men shall revile you, and 
persecute you, and shail say all manner 


_ of evil against you, falsely, for my sake.” 


Beloved friends, we feel the awful re- 
sponsibility of our present standing, and 
the necessity of abiding, individually, in 
the meekness and simplicity of the Truth 
as it is in Jesus—avoiding all doubtful dis- 
putations which engender strife, and ear- 


} 


nestly endeavouring toshow forth by a) 
godly life and conversation, that we are | 


his humble followers, who “ when he was 


reviled, reviled not again,” and whose re- 
ligion enjoins that we resist not evil, but 
avercome evil with good, 


We believe there was never a period 
‘Yn our Society, when it was more impor- 
fart for those who feel boundto the law 
and the testimony to stand faithful at their 
posts ; having on “the whole armour of 
God,” which only can protect from, the 
dangersthat surroundus. But if we keep 
‘a single eye to the Captain of our salva- 
tion, humbly waiting for him to put forth 
‘and go before us, we have nothing to fear 


-whard things will be made easy, and bit- 


ter things sweet; for “greater is he that 
is in you, than he that isin.the world.” 
In the present agitated state of Society, 
its living members must be led into exer- 
cise and suffering: and we earnestly de- 


sire that all may be preserved in the spir- 


it of patience, gentleness, and forbearance, 
under every provocation and trial. And 
in the exercise of the salutary Discipline 
of the church, Oh! that we may seek for 
a right qualification to treat with offen- 
ders in the spirit of restoring love,—most 
carefully guarding against the influence 
of party feeling, which may, almost im- 
perceptibly, entwine itself in movements 
professedly designed to support the disci- 
pline of Society. Let us remember that 


its original and primary object is, to seek 


and to save—not to destroy. If we, in a 
spirit of violence, seize the Discipline asa 
sword, to be wielded in the will and wis- 
dom of man, we thereby depart from our 
ancient and Christian principle, and 
wound the cause of truth and righteous- 
ness. 


Our profession is high and holy; and 
let us be increasingly concerned to walk 
consistently therewith. The patient suf- 
ferings of our faithful predecessors final- 
ly establised for them an excellent name, 
even amongst their persecutors. They 
held up with fractical clearness a peace- 


‘able testimony against “wars and fight- 


ings,” and by a scrupulous adherence to 
the principles of justice, became prover~ 
bial for their integrity. 

In the present afflicting state of things; 
we feel deep!y concerned that their ex- 
ample in these respects may be kept 
steadily in view—that our religious testi- 
monies may never be wounded by contend- 
ing for property and asserting our rights ; 
—that no course be pursued, although 
sanctioned by the laws of ‘the excellent 
civil Government uuder which we live, 
that may be at variance with the Spirit of 
that holy Lawgiver, who taught his dis- 
ciples, “Ifany man sue thee at the law: 
and take away thy coat, let him have thy 
cloak also ;”: and who set forth his own 
situation as it related tothe world when 
he said, “ The foxes have holes, and the 
birds of the air have nests, but the son of 
man hath not where to lay his head.?? 
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usin the eyes of sober inquirers after 


‘seasons when, as amidst the raging of the 


will stand as faithful advocates for the 


will arise from amongst you judges as at 
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And we tenderly exhort, that in places 
where our members constitute the larger 
part of any meeting, their conduct may 
be regulated by the rule laid down by our 
blessed Lord: “ Whatsoever ye would 
that men should do to you, doye even so 
to them.” 


The Discipline under which we act, 
positively discourages members of our So- 
ciety from suing each other at law. To 
violate this Discipline in a meeting capa- 
city, is not only a departure trom our es- 
tablished order, but is calculated to injure 


truth, and to disturb the peace of our own 


minds. 


Dearly beloved young friends! how 
shall we address you in language suffi- 
ciently expressive of the tender solicitude 
which we feel for your welfare! We | 
are fully aware that many of you have | 
witnessed scenes of contention, painfully 


affecting tothe inexperienced mind, and — 


calculated to produce the inquiry, * Who | 
shall show us any good?” But remem- 
ber, dear children, that truth is truth 


though all men forsake it. “The foun- | 


dation of God standeth sure, having this 
seal, the Lord knoweth them that are 
his.” Although there may have been | 


billows, you have been ready to cry out, 
Lord, save us or we perish, yet may you: 
remember that the Almighty Power 
which rebuked the winds and the waves, 
is the same that ever it was, and is still 
graciously disposed to say to the humble 
tossed mind, “ Peace, be still.” 


Retire then, we intreat you, from all 
airy speculations on religious subjects— 
from all light and chaffy conversation. 
Enter into your closets—shut the door— 
commune with yourown hearts and be 
still. Thus you will learn in the school 
ef Christ. Your religious experience 
will be gradually enlarged, and as you 
continue humble and obedient you will 
be raised up a righteous generation, and 


law and the testimony ofourGod. ‘There 


the first, and counsellors as at the begin- 


iting : instead of the fathers there will be 


the sons, and instead of the mothers there 
will be the daughters. 


The language of the Meeting for Suf- 
ferings, in the introduction to the Book of 
Advices published under the direction of 
our Yearly Meeting in 1808, appears pe- 
culiarly adapted to our present situation, 
and is as follows. 


“The following extracts have been 
compiled for the benefit of the: members 
of our Yearly Meeting, that observing the 
travail of the Church under various con- 
cerns, which in divine wisdom have been 
communicated for its weighty attention, 
they may be drawn to the principle of 
Life and Light manifested in the mind, 
which pointsout the path of duty and 
can alone preserve therein. 


“ Our ancient Friends and their faithful 
successors tothe present day, have ear- 


_nestly laboured to turn the attention of all 


to this pure spirit; knowing from expe- 
rience, that it is the means appointed by 
God for effecting our salvation, and the 
only foundation of all true religion and 
worship. As by this we have been led 
into divers testimonies which have dis- 
tinguished us from most other professors 
of the Christian name, we fervently de- 
sire that all ourmembers may, walk by 
the same rule and mind the same thing; 
thus every one filling his place in the 
body, we shall grow up into Him. in all 
things, who is the Head, even Christ.” 


We recommend these advices to the 
weighty attention of all our members. 


Finally, beloved friends, may we all re- 
member that the Gospel of Christ stands 
not in speculative opinions, nor in the will 
and wisdom of man, but in the power of 
the one true and living God. 


Our blessed Lord gave ample proof of 
its simplicity, in selecting illiterate fisher- 
men to be amongst its promulgators. 
And as we are engaged humbly to abide 
in this power, no divination ner enchant- 
ment can prevail against us. 


“Now unto Him that is able to keep 
you from falling, and to present you fault- 
less before the presence of his glory with 


| exceeding joy, te the enly wise Ged gure 
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MISCELLANIA. 


Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion 
and power, both now and ever. Amen.” 
Signed by direction. and on pene of 
the meeting, by 
BENJAMIN FERRIS, 
Clerk of the men’s meeting, 
REBECCA B. COMLY, 
Clerk of the women’s meeting. 


For the information of Friends, the 
Clerk was directed to add, that the Year- 
ly Meeting adjourned to meet again, in 
the city of Philadelphia, on the second 
Second-day in the Fourth month next. 
The Meeting of Ministers and Elders on 
the Seventh-dav preceeding, both to be- 
gin at ten o’clock in the morning. 


For the Berean. 


Misrepresentations exposed. 


The following are some of the numer- 
ous misrepresentations found in publica- 
tions issued by the selt-styled Orthodox 
writers of the present day : 

In styling Friends the “ Followers of 
Elias Hicks.” This, although it carries 
no reproach with it, sufficiently denotes 
an anti-chitistian spirit in those who use 
and apply that appellation. The mem- 
bers of Society, although they may be in 
unity with the doctrines of. Elias Hicks, 
are no more his followers than they are 
the followers of Fox, Whitehead, or Penn, 
whose puredoctrineshe preaches. They 
profess to be followers only of the “ Light 
of Christ within,” calling no man “ mas- 
ter,”’ nor pinning their faith on the sleeve 
of any one. ‘Those who are in the habit 
of applying this appellation to Friends, 
might with much better reason, be styled 
the followers of George Keith, the noted 


apostate from Friends’ principles in ear-. 


ly times, as it could be easily shown that 
they now advocate ‘similar doctrines to 
those which he espoused. 

In appropriating to themselves, exclu- 
sively, the title ot the “Society of Friends,” 
Now it is altogether questionable, whe- 
ther, in point of doctrine, they can pro- 
perly claim such atitle. On the ground 


~ 


of practice, it is quite demonstrable that 
they have forfeited it; for their conducts 
in general, is most unfriendly. This is 
evinced by the acrimony of their writings, 
the uncharitable denunciations of their 
ministry,and the expulsion from their 
communion, in Philadelphia, of many of. 
the best men and women in the Society. . 
All this is wholly at variance with that 
forbearing disposition, kindness, and tol- 
eration by which the Society has merited, 
the endearing appellation of /riends. 


In asserting that those whom they thus 
mis-name have “ gone out from the So- 
ciety”; are “separatists” &c. &c. Now 
so far from this, they constitute the body 
of the Society. There are meetings in 
which scarcely a single individual of the, 
orthodox party canbe tound. In some ef 
the Quarterly meetings, they do not con-. 
stitute more than one tenth of the whole. 
To say, then, that the nine tenths have 
“separated from society,” is to say that 
the Society has separated from itself! 
Time and events are daily developing the 
errors and mis-statements of this party, 
and will rend the vail with which they 
endeavour to cover their own’ weakness 
and inconsistencies. 

In making many unfounded assertions 
respecting the conduct of Friends to- 


|); wards the the orthodox party, in some 


the meetings. There are so many /iving 
witnesses to refute these calumnies, that 
itis not deemed necessary to mention 
them in detail: Whilst so much abuse 
and denunciation of Friends have flowed 
from the ministers and the leaders of 
the patty, we cannot expect any thing. 
better from those of ower degree: and 

it is a cause of thankfulness that the great» 
body of the Society have maintained a pa- 

cific and forbearing course, through afl 

their trials and difficulties, and thus fairly 

established their claim, practically, to the 

title of Frrenps, whilst their opponents — 
have as fairly lost. it by a contrary conduct. 
A steady perseverance in the: Christian 

path, will-finally oué/ive this denouncing, 
detracting, striving spirit, which, having 
nothing given to feed upon, must starve; 
or exhaust itself by its own efforts. 


‘PusLisuxp MONTHLY, AT ONE PER ANNUM, PAYABLE IN” ABVANCE.- 
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